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and at Elandslaagte, General French - still "with
Haig as his Staff Officer, and now in command of
a mixed force which included his own cavalry - by
a forced march brought a still larger body of the
Boers to battle, and dealt them an even heavier
blow. But for these initial reverses, the Boers
exacted sharp retribution when, at Rietfontein,
they practically annihilated a British force of
1,200 men, and drove Sir George White, then
in command of the British forces, back into
Ladysmith, to be ignominiously surrounded and
besieged.

French and Haig narrowly escaped sharing the
hardships of the siege. They left by the last train
that passed out of the beleaguered town.

The British Government, thoroughly aroused,
forthwith despatched another large force to South
Africa, and Sir Redvers Buller, now in chief com-
mand, advanced to attempt the relief of Lady-
smith only to suffer severe defeat at Colenso.
Almost at the same moment, at Magersfontein
and Stormberg, the British suffered further
reverses.

Against this gloomy background of errors and
defeats, the Colesberg campaign, where French -
still with Douglas Haig as his Staff Officer - was
in command, stands out in sharp relief.

In the Colesberg area the Boers, seizing the
passage across the Orange river at Norvals Pont,
had occupied the railway junction, and threat-
ened to penetrate into Gape Colony. The popu-
lation, mostly Dutch in origin, was either neutral